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LOK SABHA 


The following Bill was introduced in Lok Sabha on the 26tll July, 
1985: — 

Bill No. 133 of 1985 

A Bill further to amend the Employment of Children Act , 1938. 

Be it enacted by Parliament in the Thirty-sixth Year of the Republic 
of India as follows: — 


1. (1) This Act may be called the Employment of Children (Amend¬ 
ment) Act, 1985- 

(2) It shall come into force on such date as the Central Government 
may, by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint. 

26 of 1938 , 2. Section 4 of the Employment of Children Act, 1938 shall be re¬ 

numbered as sub-section (3) thereof and— 

(a) before sub-section (3) as so re-numbered, the following sub¬ 
sections shall be inserted, namely:— 

“( 1 ) Whoever employs any child or permits any child to 
work in contravention of the provisions of section 3 shall be 
punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be 
less than three months but which may extend to one year or 
with fine which shall not be less than five hundred rupees but 
which may extend to two thousand rupees or with both. 

( 1 ) 



1 r 


Short title 
and com¬ 
mencement. 


Amendment 
of section 4, 




the gazette of india extraordinary 


[Part Xt— 


(2) Whoever having been convicted of an offence under sec¬ 
tion 3 for employing any child or permitting any child to work 
in contravention of the provisions of section 3 commits a like 
offence afterwards, he shall be punishable with imprisonment for 
a term which shall not be less than six months but which may 
extend to two years: 

Provided that the court may, for any adequate and epeclal 
reasons to be recorded in the judgment, impose a sentence of 
imprisonment for a term of less than six months.”; 

(b) in sub-section (3) as so re-numbered, clause (a) shall be 
omitted. 
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS 

The Employment of Children Act, 1938 regulates the employment of 
children in certain industrial employments. Section 3 of the Act pro¬ 
hibits the employment of children under 15 years and the employment, 
during night time, of children between 15 and 17 years in certain hazar¬ 
dous occupations in Railways and in ports. The section also prohibits 
the employment of children under 14 years in workshops in which any 
of the processes mentioned in the Schedule to the Act are carried on. 

2. Section 4 of the Act which, inter alia, provides for the penalty for 
contraventions of the said section 3 makes no distinction betweep first 
and subsequent offences. Further, the penalty provided by the section 
is also not deterrent. It is accordingly proposed to provide that a per¬ 
son contravening the provisions of section 3 of the Act shall be punish¬ 
able, in the case of a first offence, with imprisonment for a term which 
shall not be less than three months but which may extend to one year 
or with fine which shall not be less than five hundred rupees but which 
may extend to two thousand rupees or with both, and in the case of a 
second or subsequent offence, with imprisonment for a term which shall 
not be less than six months but which may extend to two years. 

3. The Bill seeks to achieve the above objective. 


New Delhi; T. ANJAIAH. 

The 16 th July, 1985. 


SUBHASH C. KASHYAP, 
Secretary-General. 
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